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DETAILED ACTION 

Response to Arguments 

1 . Applicant's arguments filed have been fully considered but they are not 
persuasive. 

2. The applicant alleges support for the feature "the agent component is configured 
for a dynamically assigned address" in the specification on page 6, lines 7-12; page 8, 
lines 4-13; and page 10, lines 7-24. The examiner fails to find support in these cited 
sections by the applicant. On page 6, lines 7-12, it only recites of the connection, page 
8, lines 4-13 and page 10, lines 7-24, it only recites of the network configuration and on 
page 10, lines 7-24, it mentions temporary connections. None of the cited portions 
recite of dynamically assigned addresses, let alone citing of assigning any type of 
address for an agent component. The rejection under 35 USC 112 first paragraph is 
hereby maintained by the examiner. 

3. The applicant argues that Schuttle fails to disclose of "establishing a persistent 
connection from an agent to a server". The examiner disagrees with the applicant's 
arguments. The applicant indicates support for the limitation on page 6, lines 1-6 
wherein it recites "a long standing connection exists between the components 12,14 
for as iong as software for supporting their connection remains running on botli 
components 12,14". As the applicant has indicated, Schuttle discloses "the RF modem 
is only active as long as an active host is connected to it". It is interpreted by the 
examiner that the teachings of Schuttle maintain the persistent, or long standing. 



Application/Control Number: 09/741 .406 Page 3 

Art Unit: 2131 

connection as long as the connection is active between the two components, namely 
the agent and server. The applicant's specification indicates that the persistent 
connection is maintained as long as the software for supporting the connection remains 
active on both components whereby Schuttle discloses this feature as well. The 
connection is made possible through use of TCP/IP, or software, and as long as the 
software maintains the connection, it is persistent, until the connection is terminated, 
see column 6, lines 27-40 and column 1 1 , lines 50-54 & 59-64. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC §112 

4. The following is a quotation of the first paragraph of 35 U.S.C. 112: 

The specification shall contain a written description of the invention, and of the manner and process of 
making and using it, in such full, clear, concise, and exact terms as to enable any person skilled in the 
art to which it pertains, or with which it is most nearly connected, to make and use the same and shall 
set forth the best mode contemplated by the inventor of carrying out his invention. 

5. Claim 1-3,5-12 and 14-39 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 112, first paragraph, as 
failing to comply with the enablement requirement. The claims contains subject matter 
which was not described in the specification in such a way as to enable one skilled in 
the art to which it pertains, or with which it is most nearly connected, to make and/or use 
the invention. Based on the applicant's arguments, the examiner cannot find support in 
the applicant's disclosure for the claim language of "the agent component is configured 
for a dynamically assigned address". 
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Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

6. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 1 03(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

7. Claims 1-3,5-12,14-26,28, and 30-39 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as 
being unpatentable over Gilbrech et al, U.S. Patent 6,173,399 in view of Schutte et al, 
U.S. Patent 6,178,455. 

As per claim 1 , it is disclosed by Gilbrech et al of a method comprising sending a 
packet originating from a source (device) across the Internet (public network) to a 
receiving VPN Unit (agent component) to establish a connection between the source 
(device) and a LAN (private network)(col. 6, lines 38-41; col. 8, lines 29-55; and as 
shown in Figures 2 & 5). A connection is established between a router (server 
component) and a VPN Unit (agent component) since communications are necessary in 
order for the two to communicate (as shown in Figure 2) and this connection remains 
active as long as the devices maintain communications with one another unless if that 
connection is terminated by any or all of the devices. The router (server component) is 
configured to connect to the VPN Unit (agent component) prior to connecting to the 
enterprise (private) network (col. 2, lines 45-53, col. 6, lines 33-37, and as shown in 
Figure 2). It is determined if the communications from the device conform to 
authentication (authorization) rules to connect with the LAN (private network)(col. 2, 
lines 57-67). The request initiates from a router (first component) and is forwarded to a 
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VPN Unit (agent component) to establish the connection with the destination (col. 2, 
lines 43-53,57-67 & col. 8, lines 17-26). The router (server component) creates and 
establishes the connection between the LAN (private network) and source (device) via 
the VPN Unit (agent component)(col. 9, line 55 through col. 10, line 10 & as shown in 
Figures 2 & 5) wherein the router (server component) receive transmitted messages 
and foHA/ard them to their correct destination, namely the LAN (private network) in light 
of the teachings of Gilbrech et al (as shown in Figures 2 & 5), The router (server 
component) is configured to connect to the VPN Unit (agent component) prior to 
connecting to the enterprise (private) network (col. 2, lines 45-53, col. 6, lines 33-37, 
and as shown in Figure 2). The router (server component) is configured with a 
persistent address (col. 8, lines 29-31 ). The teachings of Gilbrech et al are silent in 
disclosing that agent component is configured with a dynamically assigned IP address 
and of maintaining a persistent connection between the agent and the server. The 
teachings of Schutte et al disclose of dynamically assigning an IP address for a 
component that is assigned at the beginning of activity by the component and de- 
assigned at the end of activity with the host (col. 6, lines 27-38) and this connection is 
interpreted by the examiner as a persistent connection. It would have been obvious to a 
person of ordinary skill in the art at the time of the invention to have been motivated to 
apply dynamically assigned addresses that are used for persistent connections in that 
Schutte et al recites of motivational benefits by disclosing of dynamically assigning IP 
addresses makes it possible to share a small number of addresses with a larger group 
of users (col. 6, lines 36-38). It is obvious that the teachings of Gilbrech et al would 
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have been able to incorporate dynamic assignment of IP addresses using persistent 
connections so that a small number of addresses can be used by a larger group of 
users as is taught by Schutte et al. 

As per claims 2 and 11, Gilbrech et al discloses of forwarding a request initiated 
by a router (second/server component) and is fonwarded to a VPN Unit (first/agent 
component) to establish the connection with the destination (col. 2, lines 43-53,57-67 & 
col. 8, lines 17-26). The examiner Is interpreting the connection between the source 
(device), VPN Unit (first/agent component), router (second/server component), and 
device(s) on the LAN (private network) to remain active as long as the devices maintain 
communications with one another and that the connection is temporary until terminated. 

As per claims 3 and 12, Gilbrech et al discloses of determining if the 
communications from the device conform with authentication rules to connect with the 
LAN and if so forwarding a request initiated by a router (second/server component) and 
is forwarded to a VPN Unit (first/agent component) to establish the connection with the 
destination (col. 2, lines 43-53,57-67 & col. 8, lines 17-26). If the request is not from a 
recognized member of the VPN group, the packets are discarded (denying the device 
access)(col. 2, lines 57-67 & col. 8, lines 12-27). 

As per claims 5,6,14,15,25, and 26, it is disclosed by Gilbrech et al of a method 
comprising sending a packet originating from a source (device) across the Internet 
(public network) to a receiving VPN Unit (first/agent component) to establish a 
connection between the source (device) and a LAN (private network)(col. 6, lines 38-41; 
col. 8, lines 29-55; and as shown in Figures 2 & 5). The router (second/server 
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component) is configured to connect to the VPN Unit (first/agent component) prior to 
connecting to the enterprise (private) network (col. 2, lines 45-53, col. 6, lines 33-37, 
and as shown in Figure 2). It is determined if the communications from the device 
conform to authentication (authorization) rules to connect with the LAN (private 
network)(col. 2, lines 57-67). The request initiates from a router (second/server 
component) and is forwarded to a VPN Unit (first/agent component) to establish the 
connection with the destination (col. 2, lines 43-53,57-67 & col. 8, lines 17-26). The 
router (second/server component) creates and establishes the connection between the 
LAN (private network) and source (device) via the VPN Unit (first/agent component)(col. 
9, line 55 through col. 10, line 10 & as shown in Figures 2 & 5). The examiner is 
interpreting the connection between the source (device), VPN Unit (first/agent 
component), and router (second/server component) to remain active as long as the 
devices maintain communications with one another unless if that connection is 
terminated by any or all of the devices. 

As per claims 7 and 16, Gilbrech et al discloses of determining if the 
communications from the device conform to authentication (authorization) rules to 
connect with the LAN (private network)(col. 2, lines 57-67). The request initiates from a 
router (second/server component) and is forwarded to a VPN Unit (first/agent 
component) to establish the connection with the destination (col. 2, lines 43-53,57-67 & 
col. 8, lines 17-26). The examiner is interpreting the authentication rules to include a 
password since passwords are generally used for authentication. 
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As per claims 8, 17, and 23, it is recited by the teachings of Gilbrech et al that the 
public network includes the Internet (col. 2, lines 43-46). 

As per claims 9 and 18, Gilbrech et al teaches of determining if the 
communications from the device conform to authentication (authorization) rules to 
connect with the LAN (private network)(coL 2, lines 57-67). The request initiates from a 
router (second/server component) and is forwarded to a VPN Unit (agent/first 
component) to establish the connection with the destination (col. 2, lines 43-53,57-67 & 
col, 8, lines 17-26). It is interpreted by the examiner that the VPN Unit (first/agent 
component) and router (second/server component) are proxy servers since it is 
disclosed in the applicant's specification "Proxy servers can monitor and intercept any 
and all requests being sent to and/or received from the private network and/or the 
Internet. The proxying components can also provide client-to-private-network 
encryption" as is recited on page 7, lines 13-17. Gilbrech discloses of performing 
encryption services on the packets and shows how both the VPN Unit (first/agent 
network component) and router (second/server component) intercept communications 
since that is the only path into the LAN (private network)(coL 8, lines 19-26 & as shown 
in Figure 2). 

As per claim 10, it is disclosed by Gilbrech et al of a techniques (machine 
readable instructions stored on an article) for sending a packet originating from a source 
(device) across the Internet (public network) to a receiving VPN Unit (first component) to 
establish a connection between the source (device) and a LAN (private network)(col. 6, 
lines 38-41 ; col. 8, lines 29-55; and as shown in Figures 2 & 5). The router (second 
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component) is configured to connect to the VPN Unit (first component) prior to 
connecting to the enterprise (private) network (col. 2, lines 45-53, col. 6, lines 33-37, 
and as shown in Figure 2). It is determined if the communications from the device 
conform to authentication (authorization) rules to connect with the LAN (private 
network)(col. 2, lines 57-67). The request initiates from a router (second component) 
and is fonA/arded to a VPN Unit (first component) to establish the connection with the 
destination (col. 2, lines 43-53,57-67 & col. 8, lines 17-26). The router (second 
component) creates and establishes the connection between the LAN (private network) 
and source (device) via the VPN Unit (first component)(col. 9, line 55 through col. 10, 
line 10 & as shown in Figures 2 & 5) and the router (second component) receives 
transmitted messages and forward them to their correct destination, namely the LAN 
(private network) in light of the teachings of Gilbrech et al (as shown in Figures 2 & 5). 
The router (second component) is configured to connect to the VPN Unit (first 
component) prior to connecting to the enterprise (private) network (col. 2, lines 45-53, 
col. 6, lines 33-37, and as shown in Figure 2). The teachings of Gilbrech et al are silent 
in disclosing that the first component is configured with a dynamically assigned IP 
address. The teachings of Gilbrech et al are silent in disclosing that agent component is 
configured with a dynamically assigned IP address and of maintaining a persistent 
connection between the agent and the server. The teachings of Schutte et al disclose 
of dynamically assigning an IP address for a component that is assigned at the 
beginning of activity by the component and de-assigned at the end of activity with the 
host (col. 6, lines 27-38) and this connection is interpreted by the examiner as a 
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persistent connection. It would have been obvious to a person of ordinary skill in the art 
at the time of the invention to have been motivated to apply dynamically assigned 
addresses that are used for persistent connections in that Schutte et al recites of 
motivational benefits by disclosing of dynamically assigning IP addresses makes it 
possible to share a small number of addresses with a larger group of users (col. 6, lines 
36-38). It is obvious that the teachings of Gilbrech et al would have been able to 
incorporate dynamic assignment of IP addresses using persistent connections so that a 
small number of addresses can be used by a larger group of users as is taught by 
Schutte et al. 

As per claims 19 and 36, it is disclosed by Gilbrech et al of a system for sending 
a packet originating from a source (device) across the Internet (public network) to a 
receiving VPN Unit (agent component) to establish a connection between the source 
(device) and a LAN (private network)(col. 6, lines 38-41; col. 8, lines 29-55; and as 
shown in Figures 2 & 5). The VPN Unit (server component) establishes the connection 
with the destination (col. 2, lines 57-67 & col. 8, lines 17-26). The request is then 
forwarded from the VPN Unit (agent component) to the router (server component)(col. 
8, lines 52-55 & as shown in Figures 2 & 5). The router (server component) creates and 
establishes the connection between the LAN (private network) and source (device) via 
the VPN Unit (agent component)(col. 9, line 55 through col. 10, line 10 & as shown in 
Figures 2 & 5) and router (server component) receive transmitted messages and 
forward them to their correct destination, namely the LAN (private network) in light of the 
teachings of Gilbrech et al (as shown in Figures 2 & 5). The router (server component) 
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is configured to connect to the VPN Unit (server component) prior to connecting to the 
enterprise (private) network (col. 2, lines 45-53, col. 6, lines 33-37, and as shown in 
Figure 2). The teachings of Gilbrech et al are silent in disclosing that agent component 
is configured with a dynamically assigned IP address. The teachings of Gilbrech et al 
are silent in disclosing that agent component is configured with a dynamically assigned 
IP address and of maintaining a persistent connection between the agent and the 
server The teachings of Schutte et al disclose of dynamically assigning an IP address 
for a component that is assigned at the beginning of activity by the component and de- 
assigned at the end of activity with the host (col. 6, lines 27-38) and this connection is 
interpreted by the examiner as a persistent connection. It would have been obvious to a 
person of ordinary skill in the art at the time of the invention to have been motivated to 
apply dynamically assigned addresses that are used for persistent connections in that 
Schutte et al recites of motivational benefits by disclosing of dynamically assigning IP 
addresses makes it possible to share a small number of addresses with a larger group 
of users (col. 6, lines 36-38). It is obvious that the teachings of Gilbrech et al would 
have been able to incorporate dynamic assignment of IP addresses using persistent 
connections so that a small number of addresses can be used by a larger group of 
users as is taught by Schutte et al. 

As per claim 20, Gilbrech et al discloses of a router (server component) that 
creates and establishes the connection between the LAN (private network) and source 
(device) via the VPN Unit (agent component)(col, 9, line 55 through col. 10, line 10 & as 
shown in Figures 2 & 5) and router (server component) receives transmitted messages 
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and forward them to their correct destination, namely the any devices within the LAN 
(private network) as is taught by Gilbrech et al (as shown in Figures 2 & 5). 

As per claims 20 and 21 , Gilbrech et al teaches of fonA/arding a request from the 
VPN Unit (agent component) to the router (server component)(col. 8, lines 52-55 & as 
shown in Figures 2 & 5). The router (server component) creates and establishes the 
connection (by providing access) between the LAN (private network) and source 
(device) via the VPN Unit (agent component)(col. 9, line 55 through col. 10, line 10 & as 
shown in Figures 2 & 5). Figure 2 shows multiple devices connected to the LAN 
(private network). 

As per claim 22, it is disclosed by Gilbrech et al that communications are 
extensible to support any protocol used by the Internet (public network) and the LAN 
(private network)(col. 5,. lines 57-61 & col. 6, lines 5-22). It is interpreted by the 
examiner that the VPN Unit (agent component) and router (server component) handle 
the different protocols since they are connected across the Internet (public network) and 
LAN (private network)(as shown in Figures 2 & 5). 

As per claim 24, Gilbrech et al teaches of determining if the communications from 
the device conform to authentication rules to connect with the LAN and if so, the VPN 
Unit (agent component) establishes the connection with the destination (col. 2, lines 57- 
67 & col. 8, lines 17-26). 

As per claim 28, it is shown in Figure 2 of Gilbrech et al the routers (server 
components) are implemented inside the LANs (private networks). 
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As per claim 30, Gilbrech et a! discloses of establishing a connection between 
the device at the public network and the server after establishing the connection from 
the agent component to the server (col. 9, line 55 through col. 10, line 10 & as shown in 
Figures 2 & 5). The teachings of Schutte et al are relied upon for disclosing of a 
persistent connection, please refer above for the motivational benefits as taught by 
Schutte et al. 

As per claim 31 , it is taught by Gilbrech et al establishing a connection between 
the private network and the agent before the establishing of the connection from the 
agent component to the server (col. 9, line 55 through col. 10, line 10 & as shown in 
Figures 2 & 5). The teachings of Schutte et al are relied upon for disclosing of a 
persistent connection, please refer above for the motivational benefits as taught by 
Schutte et al. 

As per claims 32 and 35, it is disclosed by Gilbrech et al that the request from the 
device at the public network travels from the server to the agent prior to reaching the 
private network (col. 9, line 55 through col. 10, line 10 & as shown in Figures 2 & 5). 

As per claim 33, Gilbrech et al teaches of establishing a connection between the 
device at the public network and the first network component after the establishing of 
the connection from the second network component to the first network component (col. 
9, line 55 through col. 10, line 10 & as shown in Figures 2 & 5). The teachings of 
Schutte et al are relied upon for disclosing of a persistent connection, please refer 
above for the motivational benefits as taught by Schutte et al. 
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As per claim 34, it Is disclosed by Gilbrech et al of establishing a connection 
between the private network and the second network component before establishing the 
connection form the second network component to the first network component (col. 9, 
line 55 through col. 10, line 10 & as shown in Figures 2 & 5). The teachings of Schutte 
et al are relied upon for disclosing of a persistent connection, please refer above for the 
motivational benefits as taught by Schutte et al. 

As per claims 37 and 38, Gilbrech et al teaches that the agent/server component 
is implemented within a residential gateway (col. 6, lines 17-22). 

As per claim 39, Gilbrech et al discloses that the private network comprises a 
secured network (col. 6, lines 56-58). 

Conclusion 

8. THIS ACTION IS MADE FINAL. Applicant Is reminded of the extension of time 
policy as set forth in 37 CFR 1.136(a). 

A shortened statutory period for reply to this final action is set to expire THREE 
MONTHS from the mailing date of this action. In the event a first reply Is filed within 
TWO MONTHS of the mailing date of this final action and the advisory action is not 
mailed until after the end of the THREE-MONTH shortened statutory period, then the 
shortened statutory period will expire on the date the advisory action is mailed, and any 
extension fee pursuant to 37 CFR 1 .136(a) will be calculated from the mailing date of 
the advisory action. In no event, however, will the statutory period for reply expire later 
than SIX MONTHS from the mailing date of this final action. 
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9. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Christopher A. Revak whose telephone number is 571- 
272-3794. The examiner can normally be reached on Monday-Friday, 6:30am-3:00pm. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Ayaz Sheikh can be reached on 571-272-3795. The fax phone number for 
the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 
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